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A man was shot and killed by police in a Dallas Road home Saturday.

The independent body that investigates serious injuries or deaths involving police officers
is looking for anyone who might have seen or know something about a Saturday morning
shooting in James Bay that left one man dead.

"We believe the events took place quickly. People might have been walking by and saw 
something before police arrived, after police arrived," said Kellie Kilpatrick, from the 
Independent Investigations Office of B.C.

"People sometimes don't even think what they've seen is important. But we still want to 
speak to them."

About 11 a.m. Saturday morning, Victoria police responded to a 911 call from a home in 
the 200-block of Dallas Road between Montreal and Oswego streets.

According to police sources, a suicidal man about 19 or 20 years old broke into his 
mother's house and threatened to hurt himself with a knife.
Neighbours and passersby recalled seeing police officers arrive and enter the home with 
long guns. Others saw an advanced life support ambulance arrive, which remained taped 
up at the scene.

Victoria police said a confrontation with a man ensued in the house, officers fired and the
man died. A police officer was also hurt, but is fine.

The case was immediately handed over to the IIO, and the scene held until investigators 
arrived in late afternoon. Victoria police Chief Frank Elsner offered his condolences to the 
family of the man who died and said the department would co-operate with the 
investigation.

On Sunday, Kilpatrick stood outside in the rain in front of the home where the incident 
took place. It was still taped off with officers standing guard as the IIO investigates. 
Kilpatrick said the home would likely be released to its resident Monday.

"We'll be interviewing neighbours... and officers. The subject officers involved and 
witness officers," she said, noting the IIO team in Victoria includes about 10 people -- 
with expertise ranging from former police officers from Alberta and the U.K. to forensic 
specialists. At least three or four will remain on the case until the investigation is over. 
They will also take over support for the family of those affected by the shooting.

The IIO will not release any of the details about the shooting or injuries until the 
investigation is complete -- which can take months -- but the coroner's office said it will 
release the name of the man who died once all family is notified, likely on Monday.

This is the second time Victoria police have been involved in a fatal shooting. In 2007, 
officers shot and killed John Seguin, 37, during a vehicle chase in Quadra Village. An 
investigation cleared them of any wrongdoing. However, a coroner's jury recommended 



the department look at alternatives in police pursuits.

In 2004, Majencio Camaso, 33, was shot and killed by a Saanich police officer. Camaso 
had suffered a mental health breakdown and his wife had called police to their 
apartment. After a short foot chase, Camaso moved toward officers -- holding a pipe or 
crowbar -- and was shot three times. Seven years later, a Supreme Court judge ruled the
shooting unjustified and ordered $354,000 in damages to Camaso's family. However, the 
B.C. Court of Appeal overturned that ruling in 2013.

Also in 2004, Joseph Pagnotta was shot and killed by Westshore RCMP after going at 
officers with a knife at his Langford home. His family said he had mental health issues 
and was not taking his medication.

At an annual Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police conference in Victoria in August, a 
report was released calling for improvements to police training and education in dealing 
with people who have mental health issues.

The report recognized a decline in mental-health services over the past seven years has 
led to a dramatic increase in police interactions with the 
mentally ill, and cited public concern over several high-profile fatal police shootings in 
B.C.

The report noted "inaccurate and outdated" curriculum at police academies and a lack of 
involvement of mental health professionals as a key concern. While many advancements 
were acknowledged, the recommendations called primarily for a focus on: Anti-stigma 
education, verbal and non-verbal de-escalation practices, and ethical decision-making.
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